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Previous Life

• Lead Sonographer 

o Introduced automated decontamination

oMember of the local decontamination committee



Decontamination workflow involving cleaning & 
disinfection of probes in ultrasound environment

Risks to patients from infections associated with 
ultrasound procedures; including when adverse 
events happen and outcomes

High-level disinfection across different 
disciplines/procedures; broken 
skin/biopsies/percutaneous procedures.





How

How do we 

perform  decontamination in 

the Ultrasound setting?

Workflow!



How?

• The workflow for decontamination should be a pathway from 

"dirty" to "clean".

• A system should be in place to identify what is "dirty" and what 

is "clean".

• A defined pathway made clear to all.

• Must facilitate the changing of PPE to eliminate being 

a vector of indirect contamination.

• Staff training is mandatory.



How?

• Clean probe before any 

decontamination.

• First Rule is to remove the 

gel!



How?

High level decontamination 

(HLD) - four methods;

1. Ultraviolet light

2. Hydrogen peroxide

3. Manual cleaning wipes

4. Endoscope washer 

disinfectors



Why

National Guidance from HPS released 

in January 2017, its purpose

"This guidance sets out the operational 

procedures covering decontamination of 

Semi-critical probes using High Level 

Disinfection (HLD). This covers specifically; 

Semi-Invasive Ultrasound Probes (SIUPs) 

and non-invasive ultrasound probes used in 

semi-critical procedures."



Why?



Why?
• Staphylococcus aureus (including MRSA) 

• Vancomycin-Resistant Enterococci (VRE) 

• Multi-resistant gram-negative organisms (MRGN)

• Carbapenem-resistant enterobacteraciae (CRE)

• Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex (MBTC)

• Clostridium difficile

• Neisseria gonorrhoeae, Chlamydia trachomatis, Treponema pallidum 

(syphilis), Mycoplasma genitallium

• Human herpes virus 1 (HHV1) and human herpes virus 2 (HHV2)

• Human papilloma viruses (HPVs)

• BBVs



Fail to HLD

• What happens when we don’t decontaminate?

• If process in place and we don’t follow, what do we do?



Fail to HLD



Fail to HLD



SAE?
• There is no single, all-encompassing description of a SAE.

• The following prompts, are useful in considering if an event requires review as a SAE:

o Is this an organisational Duty of Candour event?

o Was there a problem with any equipment involved in this case?

o Has there been a breach of policy or procedure?

o Is there something you think should have been done differently in this case that may have 

prevented the event?

o Do you feel there is any learning to be gained from investigating this event? (Would 

something be done differently next time)?

o Are there any patient / family concerns regarding the treatment / care / outcome? 

o Are there any management concerns related to the event or individuals involved? 

o Is there currently any interest from the Procurator Fiscal?

o Do you believe this event was avoidable?



When?



When?

There should be High Level 

decontamination after every use 

regardless of the use of a cover.



When?



How, Why & When

• How: ge it a dicht

• Why : cuz we haff to

• When:
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